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practice, selections can weaken the blind power of instinct and 
favor the development of intelligence as a substitute for it. When 
intelligence becomes strong enough to be more useful than perfect 
instincts, selection will favor individuals in whom imperfect in- 
stincts can be developed by practice during youth, i. e., those that 
play. Indeed, in a sense, youth is for the sake of play, and animals 
are young because they must play, and not vice versa. The in- 
stinctive underly of the females causes wooing and obstructs the 
discharge of the sex passion and sublimates it. "Experimenting" 
plays are primeval, and rest on the pleasure of being a cause. 
Conscious self-deception is another permanent factor. All animal 
plays and probably also all human plays, on which another volume 
is promised, fall under one of the three experimenting, joy or 
power to do or conscious self-deception, viz., (a) self- presentation, 
which is personal, and involves animal wooing, and in man the 
arts of dancing, music and poetry; (b) imitation, which seeks the 
true and is seen in mimetic arts, sculpture, painting, epic and 
drama; and (c) ornamentation, which strives for beauty in self- 
decoration, in architecture, etc. 

The book is full of interesting and well sifted and classified facts, 
but the scheme of classification which is evolved is sure to strike 
many readers as too artificial to be nothing if not "biological," as 
the author strives to be. It is of great suggestiveness, and is the 
first book known to us upon the subject. 

The Psychic Development of Young Animals and its Physical Correla- 
tion. By Wesley Mills, M. A., M. D., F. R. S. C, Prof, of 
Physiol., McGill University, Montreal. Reprint from the trans- 
actions of the Royal Soc. Canada. 
The author has for years been studying the psychic and physical 
development or several animal groups, with a view to compare 
groups and individuals, and also to connect the physical and 
psychical growth. This paper is part of this plan, and is a series 
of careful and almost daily notes on the development of a litter of 
pure-bred St. Bernard puppies, whelped in the spring of 1894, for 
the first two months of their lives. These records are full of inter- 
esting points, but not adapted for summary or digest. 

A Manual for the Study of Insects. By John Henry Comstook and 
Anna Botspoed Comstock:. Ithaca, N. Y., Comstock Publish- 
ing Co., 1895, pp. 701. Net, $3.75. 
The senior author is professor of entomology in Cornell and in 
the Stanford University, and the junior author has engraved most 
of the 797 wood cuts herself. The work is designed to meet the 
need for an elementary, systematic text-book for the use of 
students in high schools and colleges, and of teachers in primary 
and secondary schools. Perhaps the most distinctive feature is a 
series of analytical keys, by means of which the family to which 
any North American insect belongs can be determined. Under the 
head of each family the characteristics of the family, both as regards 
structure and habits, are given, and the more common species de- 
scribed. It is thus possible for the student to classify any insect to 
its family, and to learn the habits of the insects of that family, and, 
in the case of the more common species, to learn the name of the 
insect. The book seems to be a work of love, and is by far the best 
in English, and should be in the hands of every psychologist and 
every teacher of whatever grade interested in entomology. 



